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Sunol Glen Unified School District 
FAQ’s 

 
 

Although Sunol Glen School looks beautiful and it appears that our school is in good shape, the 
main building is 90 years old and it, along with our classrooms, are in need of significant repairs.  
Faced with aging classrooms and the need to bring school facilities up to current standards, the 
Sunol Glen Unified School District is considering placing a general obligation bond measure on 
an upcoming 2020 ballot that will modernize and renovate our lovely Sunol Glen Elementary 
School.  The following information is provided to assist voters in understanding the facts behind 
the proposed measure and how its passage will affect the District and our community. 
 
 
What is a General Obligation (G.O.) bond? 
G.O. bonds fund projects such as the renovation of existing classrooms and school facilities, as 
well as construction of new schools and classrooms.  Similar to a home loan, G.O. bonds are 
typically repaid over 25 to 30 years.  The loan repayment comes from a tax on all taxable 
property - residential, commercial, agricultural and industrial - located within the District’s 
boundaries.  The proposed measure is a $9.5 million general obligation (G.O.) bond program. 
 
Why is the District considering placing a measure on the ballot?   
The school has indeed ‘been maintained’, as the District’s Trustees have always put a priority on 
the academic needs of our students inclusive of keeping the facilities in good repair.  
Unfortunately, as our school is aging, it has become outdated and upgrades and renovations 
need to be made.  While facilities have been well maintained, old classrooms must be upgraded 
since many do not meet 21st century education and technology standards.  A local school 
improvement measure would allow the District to improve the quality of the school facilities and 
education provided to local children. 
 

 
How did the District come up with the project list for the proposed measure? 
Over the last several months with input from staff, teachers, parents, community leaders, and 
the District architect, the District has prepared a School Facilities Needs Analysis.  The analysis 
identifies the major repairs and upgrades that need to be made. 

Specific types of projects identified include: 

• Repairing or replacing leaky roofs 

• Replacing or upgrading aging infrastructure like electrical, plumbing, and sewer systems 

• Modernizing/creating a new lab for technology, engineering and math programs 

• Making security, safety and handicapped accessibility improvements 

• Preserving and renovating the main school building, which was constructed in 1925 

• Building a new and updated cafeteria/multi-purpose room to be utilized by both the 
school and the community 
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What will happen if the proposed measure does not pass? 
If the measure does not pass, our classrooms and school facilities will continue to age and 
deteriorate.  In addition, funds that would otherwise go to classroom instruction will be needed 
to make critical safety repairs and improvements at the school.  Major repairs will need to be 
postponed and as a result will likely be more expensive to make in the future. 
 
What will the proposed measure cost? 
The tax rate per property owner is estimated to be $59 per $100,000 of assessed valuation per 
year.  (Do not confuse assessed valuation with market value.  Assessed valuations are the value 
placed on property by the County and are lower than market values). Check your property tax 
statement for your current assessed valuation. 
 
How can I be sure that funds will be spent on improving our local school? 
By law, all funds have to be spent locally and cannot be taken by the state.  Furthermore, an 
independent citizens’ oversight committee will be established to ensure that bond funds are 
properly spent.  Also, by law, there must be annual audits and no bond money can be used for 
teacher or administrative salaries. 
 
What about the inter-district transfer parents – their students go to Sunol Glen, but the 
parents will not have to pay on the Bond. 
This is correct.  Although the interdistrict parents do not live in the town of Sunol and thus will 
not be paying the bond, their students attending the school contribute approximately $10,000 
per student each year! Additionally, the students that live in the town of Sunol attend high 
school in Pleasanton - at Foothill High School - and the residents of Sunol do NOT pay for the 
school bonds that have been passed in the town of Pleasanton.   
The good news is that children, regardless of where they live, benefit from community support 
of school bonds in each city! 
 
When was the last school bond? 
The last school bond was passed in 1999.  Sunol has passed only ONE school bond in the last 
twenty years while our neighboring districts have passed 2-5 school bonds in that same time 
period. 
 
What about the State School Facility Bond measure? 
The State is proposing to put a school facility Bond measure on the March ballot.  If this bond 
passes, then to be eligible for funds, districts will have to have matching funds.  If the Sunol 
Glen school facility bond passes, then Sunol Glen will be eligible to receive funds from the State 
facility bonds as well which will definitely help pay for our projects on our Facility Needs list. 
 
Is part of the Bond planning to build a Multi-Purpose Room (MPR)? 
Yes.  We are currently limited by only having the auditorium and the cafeteria.  Both rooms are 
not sufficiently big enough to hold all of our students for one central gathering.  Nor are we 
able to have any space available for physical education during inclement weather.  Additionally, 
we value our partnership with the Sunol Community activities; however, when a group utilizes 
our auditorium, it is then not available for our students and visa-versa.  By building an MPR, we 
would be able to address all of these needs.   
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Would the Multi-Purpose room be available to the community? 
Yes.  The MPR could be used for meetings, week-end activities, etc. and a critical piece of 
community infrastructure - in case of a disaster, may be used by CERT and Red Cross as an 
evacuation center.  
 
 
Can’t the school apply for grants so the citizens won’t have to be taxed? 
Yes.  We have successfully gathered over $1.5 million in various grants over the past ten years.  
These grants have provided funds which have allowed us to pay for updated plumbing in some 
of the buildings, a new irrigation system, a new blacktop, new windows and modernizing some 
of our electrical needs. Whenever possible, the district seeks out and applies for grants.  
However, the current needs exceed any available grants. 
 
Will every dollar be used for Facilities or does anyone profit off of the Bond? 
When bonds are sold, there are a number of financing team participants that assist the District 
on the issuance of bonds. Bond Counsel, Financial Advisor, Underwriter, Paying Agent, Rating 
Agencies, and the Insurance Company are all typical parties to a financial investment.  The costs 
of issuance associated with these companies are paid out of the bond proceeds, not from the 
District’s general fund, and generally are 3-4% of the par amount of the bond. 
 
What about the Septic Tank Bond? 
The Septic tank Bond is still in the preliminary planning stages and will take several more years 
to finalize and maybe be put on the ballot for a vote. As this is still several years away, we are 
hoping that folks will support the school’s bond initiative. 
Additionally, if the septic tank bond does go through, it will have a financial impact on the 
school as well and the school bond will be a critical financial resource for the school to offset 
the septic tank costs. 
 
 
Why a Multi-Purpose Room (MPR): 
 
Did you know…… 
 

1.  …. that Sunol Glen School has increased in student population by 50% since the last 
bond in 1999!   
 

2. …..that the current cafeteria has only the capacity to seat 100 -125 students and our 
current student population is 293 (plus an additional 30 preschoolers)? 
 

3. …. That our current cafeteria is 2,300 square feet with a very low ceiling, which means it 
is not feasible for students to play any types of games involving a ball. 
 

4. …. The proposed Multi purpose room would be approximately 4,300 square feet – almost 
DOUBLE to our current size; additionally it would be taller with two basketball hoops 
built in so that kids could have a place for physical education during inclement weather, 
spare the air days (including fire smoke days). 

 
5. … that our current staff lounge is only suited to fit 50% of our staff making it impossible 

for the staff to have lunch or gatherings together.  The new MPR staff lounge is 
proposed to be much larger to meet the needs of our current staffing.  
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